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CAN DID RIEADER, | 
NN firſt compoſed this 
CY! Sermon, I had no thoughts of 
publiſhing it, after any ot her 
manner, than from the Pulpit; 
but being much importuned, by 
ſome who heard it, to ſend it to 
the Preſs, I have, for ſome Reaſons, which. 
they urged for my fo doing, complied with. 
their Nequeſt: One of which was, that it 
was ſuggeſted that one who had not had the 
Advantage of accademical Learning, was 
not capable of forming that Dijon and 
therefore, ] had only entertained them with. 
a Sermon, I had found ſomewhere ready made 
to my Hand. Had this been the only Reaſon, 
perhaps, I might have choſe to have lain un- 
der the ſcandal of this, rather than have 
troubled the World with what was nod 
worth their while to peruſe. I muſt confeſs, 
ta ſupply the want of a liberal Education 
| CREE _ (which 
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(which 1 acknowledge T never had) ] have 


given my ſelf pretty much, to reading the 
Works of ſome excellent and uſeful Divines 
of ſeveral Perſwaſions; and by this means, 
having made ſomething of theirs my own, 
it may Jo happen, that ſome Zvpreſſions here 


and there, in this Sermon, may be met with 


in ſome Authors; (and who that reads with 
a efign to profit by it, can write an) Thing 
which no Man ever ſaid before?) but to 
point at the Author, the Hook, or Page, 


where what I have delivered is to be found 


in the ſame Method and Expreſſions, is what 
Jam not able to do, except as in the Margin, 
But that which ſwayed moſt with me, eas, 
that the Subject treated on was worthy to 
be recommended; and that it might be of 
uſe to calm and ſweeten the Temper? of 
ſome go:d Men, who are apt to recommend 
their own Sentiment; , and cry down thoſe of 
ſuch as differ from them, with too much 
Warmth and Heat: This tis what, I con- 
Fe, is greatly wanted; and if this will 
contribute to ſo good a Work, I ſhall not re- 
pont that I have complied with the Requeſt 
of 1my-Friends: But if it ſhall appear, af 
er peruſal, that the Subject is not ſo well 


handled as ro deferce a Publication, the 
blame ought not to lie on me, but on thoſe, 


who extorted it from u. 
' EP | 7 


Marr. 
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HEN we conſider the amazing 
M anifeſtations of our Saviour's 
Love to loſt Sinners, in laying 
down his Life, 'to redeem us 
from that Miſery and Deſtructi- 
on we had entail'd upon our 
ſelves, by revolting from God, 

and abandoning our Reaſon, and forſaking the 

Guide and leading Principle of our Natures ; no- 

thing can be more ungrateful, than to ſuppoſe that 

what he has made our Duty, and the Condition 
of our enjoying that Happineſs. he hath ſo dearly 
purchaſed for us, is either impracticable, or un- 

reaſonable. „ | "Ii 

It is true, indeed, the Man who has habituated 
himſelf to a vicious and corrupt way of living, or 
has all along entertained a Fondneſs for the Cu- 
ſtoms and Faſhions of the World, muſt undergo 
ſome conſiderable Struggles in his Mind, before 
he can bring himſelf off from that Biaſs and Pro- 

penſion he has contracted by uſe: For, notwith- 

| nding he be convinced of the Reaſonableneſs of 
altering his Courſe, yet his not being uſed to the! 
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2 The Beauty and Bleſſedneſs 
PraQice of Virtue and Goodneſs, will make his 
Attempts to yield a Submiſſion to the Laws of 


Chriſt appear hard and difficult. 


But this can be no juſt Reflection on the Pre- 
cepts of our Saviour: It only ſhews us, that our 
Natures may be fo far corrupted by ſinful Habits, 
as to cauſe in us an Averſion to things that are in 
themſelves beautiful and excellent, and a Back- 
wardneſs to ſubmit to what would be our bighelt 
Intereſt and Advantage. | 

And indeed, on this Account it 1s no eaſy mat- 
ter to follow the Directions of our Lord and Ma- 
ſter, ro become crucify'd to the World with its Af- 


fe&ior s and Luſls, and to have our Converſation 


Heaven, 
But what Method do we take to remove theſe 


Obſtacles? Do we impartially, and with a fin- 


ccre Deſire to be inform'd what will beſt conduce 
to our rea! Intereſt, ſtrictly examine into the Na- 
ture of thoſe Laws which are propos'd to us for 
the Rule of our Conduct? Or do we not rather 
cautiouſly avoid reflecting? leſt by ſo doing we. 
ſhou!d be forc'd to condemn our ſelves for acting 
contrary to our own Reaſon, whilſt we live in 
the Negle& of our Duty ; for we have no other 
Method to avoid complying with it (with any to- 
lerable Peace to our ſelves) than by repreſenting 
things in a falſe Light, viewing them through the 


Miſts of Error, and taking Appearances for Rea- 


lities. 

And I have, ſome times, been apt to think, that 
the main Reaſon why Mankind are ſo generally 
miſled, is the unbounded Love of Liberty: They 
are very fond of every thiug that is of their own 


chuſing, but hate to be obliged to any thing, tho 


never ſo juſt and reaſonable. What elſe can poſ- 
ſibly be the cauſe of ſo general a a Defection hong 
| en, 
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Men, ſince the Precepts of Chriſt are ſo ſuĩtable 
to the Perfections of. the divine Being, ſo agree» 
able to a rational Nature, and io conducive to our 
real Honour and Intereſt, both in opr private and 
publick Capacities ? OS "1 

I am very certain, had we been obliged upon 
Pain of Damnation to have hardned our Hearts, 
and ſtopt our Ears againſt the Cries and Importus 
nitics of the Indigent and Neceflitous, to have 
been implacably malicious, cruel, or envious; to 
have reſented the leaſt Provocation, and to have | 
taken all Opportunities to revenge the Affront gi © 
ven us; to be ſaucy and impertinent to our Bet 

ters, contentious and quarrelſome towards our 
Equals, or haughty and inſulting over thoſe who 
are our Dependants; we could not but have look» 
ed on the Obligations to ſuch a Behaviour very 
unfit for a wiſe Governor to impoſe, or for Crea. 
tures in our Circumſtances to ſubmit to, or comply 
with; and we muſt neceſſarily conclude them to 
be very prepoſterous and unreaſonable. 

How could we brook ſuch a Law, think you, 
that required us to be falſe to our Word, unjuſt 
in our Dealings, or unfaithful to our Truſt ; that 
we ſhould rob or murder our Neighbour, or trank« - 
form our ſelves into Swine by Drunkenneſs, Glut. 
tony, and Exceſs? Sould we not groan under 
ſuch. tyrannical Injunctions as theſe ; ſuch perfe& 

Contradictions to the Reaſon of our own Mind, 

/ and the natural Notions we have of Good and Evil, 

' ſo deſtructive to our own private Peace, and the 

Benefit of Society? 2 | 

And yet, though the contrary to all this by 
made our Duty, what Shifts, what Evaſions are 
made uſe of to eſcape it 7 what Excuſes formed ta 
vindicate the Neglect of it > and what, Dreſs is iy 


ver ofeen pur lot co bide its Bear 7. and mak 
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4 The Beauty aud Bleſſedneſs 
it contemptible ? Whilſt the Prodigal ſhall call 
his Profuſeneſs by the Name of Liberality, the 
Raſh and Heady deem bimſelf couragious, and 
the coverous Man ſtile his Sringineſs, Parcimony 
and Frugality; che chriftian Virtues of Self-denizl 
and regulating the Appetites, are judged a ſuper- 
ſtitious Folly, and an Abridgment of innocent 
Pleaſures. To forgive an Injury, is reprefented * 
as a proper Method to invite another, and making 
the innocent Man to become the Sport of the Ma- 
licious and Ul- natur'd: To love an Enemy is e- 
ſteemed contrary to Nature, and giving the Lye 
to the Paſſions, and therefore impoſſible to be 
done: And as for Humility and Meekneſs, f, they 
are two ſuch mean and natrrow-ſpirited Endow- 
ments, ſuch dull and ſervile Diſpoſitions, as are 
fir only for Men of low Fortunes, and which tend 
to nothing but to infect the Soul with ſuch a poor 
Puſillanimity, as will render him who practiſes 
them, totally unfit for any brave or generous 
Action. Theſe are the common Sentiments of an 
unthinking World; and theſe the Reaſons which 
they themſelves deem ſufficient to excuſe them for 
their not living up to the beſt Syſtem of Rules that 


» 


was ever exhibited ro Mankind, | | 
The whole chriſtian Qeconomy is excellently 
uſeful to promote our Peace and Happineſs in this 
Life; and there is a Bleſſedneſs aunexed to a due 
Conformity to it, which well be compleat and per- 
feet in the Life to come Bur that Part of it which 
now lies before us, as recommended to our Pra- 
ctice, is Meekneſs; Bld are the Mie“, for they , 
ſhall inberit the Earth, | 5 


* Nichol's Conference with a Theiſt, Part III. pag. 268. 
+ Idem p. 262. Th ESTES 
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of MEEKNESS.. 5 


The Method I ſhall take to treat on this Sub- 
* al dee 4: . 

Firſt, To explain the Duty here rocompendeds 15 

- Secondly, Propoſe to you our Saviour's Example, 
as an NE" ASI and Motive. to the Practice 
of it. 

Dirdh, Sbew the Bleſſedneſs af ſuch a Ditpo- 
ſition, - the Advantage that-accrues from it; in 
which I ſhall take notice of that in particular, 
which is annexed to it in our Text ; viz, They Bat 
inberit the Earth. © 

1ſt, What are we to underſtand by Meekneſs 7 

This I conceive to be a Temper of Mind oppoſite 
to Wrath and Fury; which gives the Poſſeſſor of 
it a full Power and Command ever his iraſcible 
Faculties, and prevents all Eruptions of undue 
Anger; by which his Reſentments are kept under 
to ſuch a Degree, that all Diſcompoſure in his own 
Mind is prevented, and they are never ſuffered to 
break out and exert themſelves to the Injury or 
Damage of another. It is the direct contrary to 
Malice and Revenge, and can receive an Abuſe 
from the Peeviſh and Ill- natur d, without ſeeking 
for, or ſo much as defiring an Opportunity to re- 
tailate it; and whenever it is in, his Power, he 
plainly manifeſts, by his not making uſe of it, 

that it is not in his Inclination to recompenſe Evil 

with Evil; but on the contrary, that he is very 
ready to forgive Offences; and not only ſo, but 
to do Good as Opportunity ſhall offer, even to 
his Enemy. 

The truly meek Man is (according to the Ape 

_ ſite's Phraſe) 4 Child in Malice; i. e. they are 

alike harmleſs and undeſigning, and like ſuch he 

can ſoon put ur the Wrong s and Injaxies © that WF? 


= I 1 xiv, 26 


ing the Provocations he may meet with from 
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done him: Thaugh he is not inſenſible of unkind 
Treatment when he meets with it, yet he endear . 
yours to wear off the Impreſſions from his Mind, 
and to let it die with him: Heentertains no Heart- 
burnings, or ill Intentions againſt him who has 
done him an unfriendly Office; carries on no 
Plots and Contrivances to repay him in his own 


way, but rather pitics him on Account of the 


Unhappineſs of his Temper, and the Miſchief he 
does to himſelf by his irregular and unchriſt ian Be- 
haviour; and he prays for him, that he may, in 


order to his own Safety, ſee his Evil and repent 


of it; and fo far as is conſiſtant with Prudence, 
he treats him with a ſweet, friendly, and affable: 
Behaviour, that he may, if poſſible, bring him 
to Reaſon, by a kind and engaging Demeanour to- 
wards him. NO ON or ene 8 
In ſhort, Meekneſs is a Virtue that renders him 
who has it, cool and ſedate in his Temper: his 
Mind remains calm and compoſed, notwi 


out to ruMe and diſturb him; he has an ent\ 
Maſtry over himſelf, and is ſecured from th 
common Impreſſions which are the certain Effe 
of a peeviſh Impatience; he is very backward to 
vake Offence, and candid in his Conſtruction of 
what appears to be a Faulc, until he has carefully 
weigh'd and examin'd it; and when he has juſt. 


Cauſe to be angry, he never ſuffers his Reſentments- 


to exceed the Bounds of Reaſon aud Religion, but 
preſerves in himſelf a Readineſs to be reconciled to 
dim who has uſed him ill, upon the moſt modeſt 
and eaſy Conditions poſſible. e 5 

Now, according to this Definition of Meekneſs, 
or rather, the Neſcription of one who is meek, we 
find the Duty here recommended is a Branch of 
the great Law of Charity, as St. Pau} delcrives 

23 | 17 4 


\ 


it * ; Charity ſuffereth long, and is kind ; Charity en- 
vieth not; Charity vaunteth not it ſelf , is not puf- 
fed up; doth not behave it ſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh not her 
own, is not eafily provoked, thinketh no Evil; rejoiceth 
not in Iniquity, but rejoiceth in Truth; beareth al 
Things, believeth all Things, hopeth all Things, endureth 
a Things. And it is what he enjoins, when he 
tells the Epheflans f, that all Bitterneſs, and Wrath, 
and Anger, and Clamour , and evil Speaking, ſhould 
b: put away from them , with all Malice; and that 
they ſhould be kind one to another, and tender hearted, 
forgiving one another. All this, I ſay, is ſignified by 
contained in, or comprehended under this Virtue 
of Meekneſs. _ | | 
Nov, ſuch a Government and Regulation of 
the Paſſions as is here recommended, 1s by Chri- 
ſtians (how much ſoever we fail in the Practice of 
it) generally acknowledged to be a Duty, when 
thole things that are apt to raiſe our Reſentments, 
are aim'd and levell'd at our ſelves only. But 
there are many who conceive, that when the Cauſe 
of God and Religion is like to ſuffer, they are not 
only allowed, but it is their Duty to be hot and 
furious in the Defence of it; and verily believe 
they are doing Service to God, and the Cauſe they 
are contending for, even whilſt they are tranſ- 
greſſing ſome of the moſt weighty and material 
Laws of Chriſtianity : If by doing this, they ex- 
preſs their Affection for, and Concern to defend 
and ſupport the Doctrines of it, all their Tranſ- 
ports of Paſſion and Peeviſhneſs, Anger and Ill- 
Nature, paſs with them for a holy Zeal, and pious 
Vehemence ; and all this, and more, is ſacred un- 
der this Cover, that it proceeds from a religious 
. Concern for the Honour of God, and the Truths - 


8 Cor, xiii, 4567 f Eph.ir, 31, 32: of 
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8 The Beauty and Bleſſeaneſs 
of the Goſpel. So that Hatred and Envy, Fierce- 


neſs and Uncharitableneſs, are accounted the pro- 


per Inſtruments to promote and advance the meek 
and charitable, the gentle and peaceable Religion 
of the holy and bumble Jeſus. 
Strange Inconſiſtency this! to imagine that the 
Superſtrucure is belt ſupported by deſtroying the 
Foundation. For what do they leſs, who wholly 
diveſt themſelves of Love and Charity (which is 
the Characteriſtick of a true Diſciple of Chriſt} 
through a Fondneſs for ſome Notions or Opinions, 
which when once they ſee Reaſon to receive them- 


| ſelves as Truths, they will impoſe on every one 


elſe, on Pain of their higheſt Diſpleaſure? Such 


- fiery Zeal ſerves. to burn rather than enlighten 


It may kindle Flames of Strife and Contention, 
but will never produce a Warmth for true Piety 
and Goodneſs, neither in the World, nor in the 
Church of God. And would Men give themſelves 
the Liberty to reflect, they would ſee, not only . 


the Wickedneſs, but alſo the extreme Folly of 
E to propagate true Religion by ſuch 


ethods: For Heat and Violence is a Hindrance, 
inſtead of an Advantage to it; and hardly any 
thing can give greater Grounds of Suſpicion that 
the Doctrines ſo furiouſly inſiſted on, are not ac- 
cording to Godlinefs, than that the Spirit and 
Temper with which they are recommended, is 
directly contrary to his in whoſe Name they are 
propoſed to us, and by Virtue of whoſe Authority 
we are required to receive and embrace them. 
The Wrath of Man-.worketh not the Righteouſneſs of 
God.*, How right ſoevcr we may be in our Sen- 
timents, and how certain ſoever we may be that 


we arc; ſo; yet this is not the proper Method to 
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convince others of their Truth and Reaſonableneſs. 
And therefore St Paul tells Titus*, that thoſe who 
would advance the Intereſt of our Saviour, ſhould 
be put in Mind that they ſpeak Evil of no Man; 
that they be no Brawlers, but gengle, ſbewing all Meek- 
neſs to all Men: And that they mult nor be ſelf- 
willed, nor ſoon angry; but lovers of good Men f + 
(And ſuch may very poſſibly be amongſt thoſe who 
are not entirely right in their Sentiments, about 


ſome obſcure, or ſome leſs neceſſary Points in Re- 


ligion.) He dire&s that they ſhould be ſober and 


Juſt, boly and temperate ; aud that by holding faſt the 


faithful Word tbey had been taught, they might be able, 
by found Doctrine, (only) both to ex bort, and to con- 
vince the Gainſayers ||. <_. 

The ſame he repears to Timothy $; O Man f 
God (ſays he) follow after Righteouſneſs , Gedlineſs, 
Faith, Love, Patience, Meeknels. The Servant of 

the Lord muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle unto all Men, 
apt to teach, patient, in Meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that 
oppoſe themſelves; if God peradventure will give them 
Repentance to the Acknowledging of the Truth **, And 
for this, as well as other things directed to, he re- 
commends his own Practice as a Pattern to walk 
by : Thou haſt fully known my Doftrine, manner of 
Life, Purpoſe, Faith, r e, „Charity, Pati- 
ence ff. Continue thou in the Things which thou haſt 
learned, and haſt been aſſured of , knowing of whom 
thou haſt learned them . And the ſame he directs 
the Churches of Galatia to do: Brethren, if a Man 
be overtaken in a Fault, ye which are ſpiritual, reflore 
ſuch an one in the Spirit of Meekneſs ; conſidering thy 
felf, leſt thou alſo be tempted : bear ye one another's 
* Burdens, aud ſo fulfil the Law Chriſt $F. 


® Tit. iu. 2; 1 Chap. i. 7, 8. Ver. 9: 
I Tim, vi. 11. » 2 Tim. ii. 24, 25. tt 2 Tim; 
li, 10. If} Ver, 14. 2 aan. 
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True Religion ſtands not in ſuch need of being 
ſupported, as to admit of the Breach of its Rules, 
in order to defend its Doctrines: And if we appre- 
hend we can do it any Service by ſuch Methods, 
we are groſly migaken. Religion is not pre- 
ſerv'd, but loft by Feuds and Contentions : Heat 
and Violence very often waſtes and deſtroys it, but 
never ſtrengthens it. Our Zeal and Concern for 


God's Honour can, on no Account, vindicate and 


jullify the Violation of any of his Laws: God 


can't be honour'd, nor Religion advanced, by diſ- 


obeying his Precepts; and therefore it is one of 


the greateſt Abſurdities we can be guilty of, to 


break chrough the holy Inſtitutions of the Goſpel, 
in oider to advance it. Religion can never juſtify 
ſuch Conduct as this, but utterly explodes and con- 
demns ir, 

Il am not now pleading that we ſhould lay aſide 
all Concern for Truth: But our Saviour has 
marked out the Way by which we ought to pro- 
pogate it; a Way far differing from that I am 


no diffuading from. Would we ſhew our Care 


and Concern for the Growth and Increaſe of true 
Chriſtian Knowledge, and contend earneſlly for 


the Faith once delivered to the Saints; let us do 


it after a'pious and diſcreet manner: We may plead 
for it, and 1epreſcnt the Truth and Goodneſs af 
ir, in order to recommend it; we are to defend it 
from the Aſperſions caſt on it by the Ignorant or 
Malicious, and to endeavour to rectify the Mi- 


| Rakes of thoſe who oppoſe or miſ-apprehend it. 
Bur then, this muſt be attended with an upright 
and cxemplary Ec ha viour; we muſt manifeſt the 


Goodneſs of this Religion we plead for, by ſhew» 
ing ſor:h the Fruits of ir, in a meek, modeſt, and 


| pgactable Carriage and Deportment; that if any, 


through In- attention to the Word of God, cannot 
2 > No ; "00 
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Man, and endued with Knowledge amongſt vr, Les 
bim ſhew out of a good Converſation his Works with 
Meekneſs of Wiſdom, But if ye have hitter euvyiug 

aud Strife in your Hearts, glory not, and te not againf 


be prevailed with thereby to receive the Truth in 


the Love of it, they may yet be won by behold» 
ing the good Effects of it in us. 


The moſt effectual Method we can take to cre» 
ate in Men's Minds a good Eſteem for the Prin- 
ciples of the Chriſtian Religion, is, to praiſe 
well, and ſhew forth the Beauty and Lovelineſs 
of what we would recommend to others by our 


own Example: This, though it inſinuates gent» 


ly, and works as it were inſenlibly , yet carries 
ſuch a Force and Power with it, that it very of- 
ten prevails. To this alſo we muſt add our affecti- 
onare, fervent, aid importunate Prayers to God, 


that he would enlighten the Minds of the Igno- 


rant ; that he would quicken and ſtir up the Sloth« 


ful and Inconſiderate; that he would mollify the 5 


Hearts of the Stubborn and Obſtinate; that 
Knowledge may increaſe, and true Religion gain 


Ground and flouriſh in the World. And whilſt 


our Care and Concern for the Cauſe of Chriſt dif« 


covers it ſelf after this manner, and is circums 


ſcribed within theſe Bounds and Limits, we are 


acting in our own Sphere, and ſerving Religion 


in a way that is very commendable, and which 
every true Chriſtian ought to take to promote and 
advance it. But we muſt never throw aſide our 
Innocence to defend the Truth, nor promote Or« 


thodoxy of Faith, by any Methods that are ſinful 
and diſpleaſing to God, 5 


For the Truth of what I have now aflerted, 1 | 
ſhall appeal to the Apoſtle James; lo it a wiſe 


* James ui. 1% to ult, ab 82. 
C 4 — 


** - 
Þ 


28. 
— 


12 The Beauty and Ble edneſs 


the Truth, (you are not the real Diſciples of Chriſt, 
nor the true Children of God, how great ſoever 
your Pretences are to Religion:) this H/iſdom de- 
ſeendeth not from above, but is earthly, ſenſual, de- 
wiliſh : for where Envying and Strife is, there is Con- 
Futon, and every evil Work, But the Wiſdom that is 
From above, is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, and 
eaſy to be intreated, full of Mercy and good Fruits, 
without Partiality, and without Hypocriſy And the 
Fruit of Rigbteouſueſs is ſown in Peace of them that 
male Peace. ; 
Theſe Words needs no Comment. The plain 


| Senſe of them is, that nothing but Wickedneſs 
and Diſtraction can be the Reſult of a proud, cen- 
ſorious, and contentious Diſpofition : But the 


Wiſdom and Temper of true Religion is diſcover- 
ed in the Behaviour of him who has it. It renders 
him mild and courteous, candid and charitable, and 
ſincere in all his Actions. And whoever is ot this 
peaceable and good Temper, and endeavours ta 
perſwade others to be ſo alſo, will not fail to reap 
the: happy Fruits, and bleſſed Effects of it. But 
this I am to conſider under the third Head: And 
therefore ſhall proceed, | TE TNT 
/ 24h, To recommend to you our Saviour's Ex- 
ample, as an Encouragement and Motive to en- 
deavaur after the Virtue of Mccknefs. But be- 


fare I enter upon this, it may be neceliary to pre- _ 


miſe (in order to prevent an QbjeQion againſt the 
Practice of Meekneſs and good Temper, when we 


are cantending ſor the Cauſe of God, and the 


Faith af the Goſpel, from the Example of Chriſt 
himſelf; as, when with a great deal of Sharpneſs 
and Severity, he reproved the Scrtbes and Phari- 
ſers; whipped the Buyers and Sellers out of the. 
Temple; overthrew the Tables of the Money- 
Changers, and the like), 1 {ay I would uk: 

0 SEE that 
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that whatever our Lord did, conſider'd only as his 
ARion, this is not a ſufficient Warrant for vs to 
do the ſame thing. There is no one who profeſſes 
"himſelf to be a Chriſtian , but will allow he had 
a ſufficient Warrant or Authority for what he did: 
but we muſt not therefore conclude that every 
thing is our Duty, which we can cite his Practice 
for. e 
It would be a great Preſumption in us to pre- 
tend to imitate him in his forty Days Faſt, or by 
walking on the Sea: But how could we excuſe 
our ſelves from this, if our Saviour's Practice, 
conſider'd only as ſuch, muſt be the Rule bf our 
Duty? When, therefore, we are requir'd to 
follow the Example of Chriſt, and to walk in his 
Steps, it is only in thoſe things which his Laws _ 
have made our Duty. We can draw no Argu- 
ment from his Actions to Influence our own, but 
in thoſe Caſes where what he did were Inſtances 
and Illuſtrations of his own Precepts. Ir is not 
his Practice, but his Command that conſtitutes 
our Duty; and whenever he does thoſe things 
himſelf, which he enjoyns us to do, he then exem- 
plifies our Duty to us in the ſeveral Forms. and 
Circumſtances of it, and gives us a more ſenſible 
Manifeſtation of the Intent and Meaning of what 
he bas made our Duty. The adding his Practice 
where he has given his Precept, ſerves for a clearer 
 HUluſtration of it. But where he has given us no 
Command, his Practice alone obliges us to no- 
thing, nor makes any thing become our Duty 
which before was not ſo. The Truth of this Ob- 
ſervation will eaſily appear from examining all 
thoſe Inſtances wherein the Scriptures do recom- 
mend to us the Example of Chriſt ; where it us 
conſtantly in ſuch Caſes as were previouſly our 
Dury, by the Authority of his Laws, and * 6 
| |  -- 


| yon ta his Reaſon, Though he was 4 "_ 
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have been ſo, though he had not condeſcended te 
ſet us a Pattern by his own Practice. 


But to be meek and moderate in our Tempers 2 
to have the maſtery and government over our 
Paſſions, is a chriſtian Duty by virtue of the 
Laws of Chriſt: And he calls upon us to learn 
this from him. He lays down a Rule for us to 
walk by, and then, like a kind Tutor, he opens 
and explains ir, by doing before us the Thing he 


requires us to do. Learn of me what Meekneſs is 2 


Learn of me the Fitneſs and Reaſpuabienſt of it; 
and alſo the Poſſibility of attaining to it. For he 
that propoſes. himſelf to us for our Pattern, was 
in all Things made like unto us; had the ſame 
Paſtrons and Affections that we have; and was 
ſubject to the ſame natural Infirmities that we 
are: He hungred, tired, ſlept, was ſorrowful, 
and felt Pains and Agonies; and was in all points 
tempted like as we are, though without Sin. 
And it is he, who under theſe Circumſtances, 
gave us the Rules ſor our Inſtruction, that hath 
traced out the Way to our complying with them 
by the Print of his own Footſteps, and hath left 
us an Example of Obedience in himſelf to thoſe 
Things he has made our Duty; or had declared 
to us to be the Will of his Father. And now 


let us take a View of him as our Example in 


this Particular, and confider the admirable Meek- 
neſs, and Sedateneſs of Mind, which he conſtant- 
ly preſerved in himſelf, . None had ever more 
ſtrong Provocations to Wrath and Revenge than 
he had; the Affronts and Indignities, winch were 
offe red him, were beyond Expreſſion! And tho 
he was thus ungratefully treated, yet it made 
no Alteration in his Temper; his Paſſions were 
kept within their proper Bounds, and always 


5 ib 
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of Sorrows , and acquainted with Grief *, yet being re» 
viled, he reviled not again; when he ſuffered be 
threatned not, but committed himſelf to Him that judg- 
eth righteouſly f. He gave his Back to the Smiters , 
and his Cheeks to them that plucked off the Hair, and 
be hid not his Face from ſhame and ſpiting || He was 
oppreſſed, and he was afflifted, yet he opened not his 
Mouth: He was brought as a Lamb to the Slaughter, 
and.as a Sheep before her Shearers is dumb, ſo he open- 
end not his Mouth Y. 

Though he was as ſenſible of the ill Treat- 
ment he met with from a wicked and ungrateful 
People, as any one could be: Though he knew 
that his Enemies were implacably malicious, and 
ſought his Deſtruction: “ Though his natural 
* Averſion to Shame, and Pain, and Death, was 
« the ſame as ours is; yet he over- ruled all 
© this, and never ſuffered his Reſentments 
© to proceed to the leaſt Degree of Hatred. But 
© as he taught his Diſciples, ſo he practiſed him- 
4 ſelf; and earneſtly defired the Welfare of the 
© moſt barbarous of his Enemies“; He did Good 
to them that hated him, and prayed for theſe who 
deſpitefully uſed and perſecuted him, Let us behold 
him under the Agonies of Sorrow, and Concern 
of Mind; Matt. xxvi. 38, c. Which Conditi- 
on is apt to make us fretful and peeviſh ; and 
which magnifies in us the leaſt Shadow of Un- 
kindneſs from our Friends : Let us obſerve with 
what Mildneſs he treats thoſe his Diſciples, whom 
he had informed how it was with him, and of 
whom he had requeſted , that they would watch 
with him on that Occaſion, when he found them 
Siceping; which might have been very juſtly 


. Imputed: by him to have been a certain Sign 


* 14. mi. 3. + 1 pet. iii 233 Ii. I. 6. 
$ la, lin, 7: Bragg on the Paſſions, pag. 368. | 
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of great Unconcernedneſs of Mind, and Coolneſs 
of Affection towards him: But he paſſes all by, 
and juſt put them in Mind they had forgot his 
Requeſt, by only ſaying, What, could you nor 
watch with me one Hour? And when by their 
Silence they tacitly acknowledged, they had no- 
thing to urge as an Excuſe for their Fault, he 
himſelf will find one for them, and imputes it 
mecrly to their Infirmity. The Sprit indeed is 
willing : ** Your Mind I know is fincere, and 
* you want not a Will to do your Duty ; but 
«© you want Strength to prevail over the natu- 
« rai Cravings of the Body“: The Fleb © 
weak, 

Conſider alſo, how he treats a falſe deceitful 
Friend, who betrays him into the Hands of his 
proteſſ.d Enemies, by a Token of the ſincereſt 
Love and Affection: © Such Treachery as this 
© merited the moſt emphatical Expreſſions of an 


« wonderful Mildneſs was this Monſter of Ingra- 


juſt enough to convince him he knew his Trea- 
| chery + Judas, betrazeth thou the Son of Man with 
a Kiſs $ 7 | . 
So alſo, when he is ſeixed and apprehended by 
the Roman Soldiers, and by them rudely hurried 
to the High- Prieſt's Palace **; he calmly tells 
them, they might have ſaved themſelves the 
Trouble of coming thus armed, or of watching 
an Oppertunity to lay hold of him, ſeeing he 
made his publick Appearance daily in the Tem- 


Sword in his Defence, he lets him know he has 


®*Ctarke on the Fyangeliſts, on Matt. xxvi. 41. f Fowler v 
gefign of Chriſtianity, pag, 29. Luke xxl. 48. 

*® Ver, 54- | 44 Ver. 52, 33. / 

| no 


+ exaſperated and enraged Mind; but with what 


© tirude treated by our Lord f# © He ſays but 


ple ft. And when one of his Difciples draws his 


* 
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no need of his Afiſtance ; but that he could, were 
he ſo minded, immediately deſtroy his Encmies 
by a Power from Heaven“: But his Buſineſs was 
not to conquer by Fighting, but by Patience, and 
Suffering. And when Peter had faſhly ſmitren the 
High Prieſt's Servant; he ſpeedily repairs the Da- 
mage, even though he, to whom it was done, was 


his Enemy f. | 
So again , when he is (contrary to the Laws 
of Juſtice and Equity) ſmitten by a mean Ser- 
vant, whilſt under Examination before the Coun- 
cil, and in the High- Prieſt's Preſence ||; for 
which, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, he might have 
had the Delinquent puniſhed, had he inſiſted on 
it: But he meckly puts up the Affront, with 
ſaying only thus; F I have ſpoken Evil, bewr 
Witneſs of the Evil ; but if Well, ul) ſmiteſt thou 
we{F? Such a Sedateneſs, under ſuch a Provoca- 
tion, is wonderfully Great, and worthy our mi- 
tation. | 4 
But to conclude this Head: With what an ad- 
mirable Calmneſs and Compoſedneſs of Mind, did 
he bear the Mockings , the Buftcrinos , and other 
the contumelous Behaviour of the Jews towa ds 
him! © Look upon him under the Shame, he 
« Ignominy, and painful Sufferings on te Cros; 


* encountering at once with the Agonies of Death, 


« the Revilings and Contradi&ions of Sinner”, 
« and the hidings of God's Face; and all this 
t withour the leaſt ſhew of Impatierce or di- 
« compoſure of Spirit **” Bur he freely forgave 

the Injuries that were done him, and intreated 
4his Father, and that even in the midſt of his 
Torments (when he had Cguſe to be moſt hie h- 


Matt. xvi. 33 34. f Luke xxül. 3 1. John 
Ariii, 22. & Ver, 23. Norris on the Beatitudes, pag. 30. 
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ly exaſperated againſt his Enemies) that he would 
forgive them too ; and with his laſt Breath pleads 
- with great Earneſtneſs, and urges the utmoſt that 
could be ſaid in their Favour, in order to meti- 
gate their Crime ; that what they did wasthrough 
lenorance: Father, ſorgive them, for they know not 
what they do | 

Having thus, in ſome few Inſtances, laid before 
you, the mild and meek Behaviour of our Bleſſed 
Lord, in order to ſtir ou up to follow his Exam- 
ple: I ſhall, in the laſt place, for your further 
Encouragement therein, conſider the Bleſſedneſs 
of it, tlefſed are the Meek. 5 

Firſt, It is in its own Nature pleaſant and 
comfortable: It is a wholeſome and healthful 
D. ſpoſition of Mind, and makes almoſt any Con- 
dition of Life tolerable and eaſie: It takes off 
the Edge of Misfortunes, that they can't wound 
vs; whilſt Anger and Impatience is a Sickneſs 
of the Soul, which renders the greateſt Train of 
- Succeſles infipid and taſtleſs. And whatever the 
inconſiderate Part of the World may think of 
it; he, who has the entire Command of him- 
{clf, has obtained a more noble Conqueſt, than 
Po -npey or Cæſar could ever boaſt of. For this, 
IL have the Acteſtation of the wiſeſt of Men: 
He that is ſlow to Anger, is better than the Mighty ; 
aud he, who ruleth his Spirit, than he who taketh 
4 "ity f. This Chriſtian Temper makes him 
Wahant and Heroic; and begets in him an invin- 
cible Firmneſs and Sceadine(s of Mind againſt all 
6anverous and troubleſome Accidents. whatever, 
Lie is always preſent with himſelf, and canſtant 
14 his own Reaſon, and reſigned to the Conduct 
of Providence; ſaying with good Old Eli, it 18 


» [Luke xii. 34 + Prov. xvi. 32. I 
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the Lord; let him do what ſeemeth him good * 
But where Anger and Peeviſhneſs gain the Af 
cendant, it lets in eyery Trouble that aſſaults 
us, to ſpoil and ravage us at Pleaſure ; and ex- 
poſes all our Peace and Tranquillity to the mer- 
cy of every Trifle; and renders us uncapable 
to bear the Shock of any croſs Accident, how 
mean and inconſiderable ſoever it be, Beſides, 
Meekneſs is a very winning and engaging Tem- 
per of Mind; it is called an Ornament f; it ſets 
a Man off, and makes him amiable in the Eyes 
of others: It commands Eſteem and Veneration ; 
and Men of Senſe and Underſtanding cannot 
but value the Man in whom it ſhines. And it 
has a very great Tendency to endear him to his 
very Enemies. Eſau, a prophane Perſon, 5 
admir'd it in his Brother Jacob 1 And it ſo 
wrought on him, as to turn his Reſentments in» 
to kind Embraces; and melted him into Tears. 
And this, as Solomon obſerves, is the uſual Ef- 
fett of Meckneſs, A : ſoft Anſwer turneth away 
Wrath 5. — an6h 
Secondly, They are Bleſſed, inaſmuch as they 
are greatly eſteemed and approved of God. Thig 
Grace is highly valuable in his Sight; and thoſe 
who are poſſeſt of it, are the Objects of his 
peculiar Care and Regard A meek and quiet 
Spirit, is in The fight of God a great Price **, What 
Pains do we generally take to gain Credit and 
Reputation from Men, who are our Betters ? 
We uſe our utmoſt Endeavours, that our Actions 
and Expreffions may pleaſe, when we are in their 
| Preſence. We exert our ſelves, and do our beſt, 
that we may obtain their Approbation and Ap« 


- 


* x Sam. in. 18. ÞF1Pet.ii 4. Gen. xzxiil, & 
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plauſe Now, by the exerciſe of this Vertue, we 
gain the Approbation or the higheſt and beſt of 
B-1n2s; we obtain Credit and Reputation with 
(304, He looks down with Pleaſure upon him, 
ar her, who 1s thus beautifully adorned, and bas 
3 'pecial Regard to the Meek and lowly: As 
{avs the PJjalmiſt; The Lord tabeth Pleaſure tm bis 
P:.ople; le will beautify the Merck with Salvation 
He cares tor them in an eminent Manner and De- 
gree, and appears for their help in the times of 
D: ſtreſs and Difficulty, rc the Terror and Amaze- 
ment of the Beholders. TV didſt cauſe Judgment 
10 be heard em Heaven; the Earth feared and was 
ſtil ; when God aroſe to Judgment, to fave all the 
Meek of the Earth f. tre who has the ſupreme 
Power over al! Perſons and Things, takes them 
under his own Protection, and furniches them with 
what he ſees they ſtand in necd of, for their Com- 
fort and Encouragement in well-coing; and car- 
ries them through the 14; very! Changes and Viciſſi- 
| tudes of this Life, and ſafely conducts them to the 
Inheritance he has provided for them in the next. 
He guides them by his Counſel, and afterwards 
receives them to Glory. | 7 | 
.. Thirdly, They are Blefled, inaſmuch as this 
Temper of Mind fits and difpoles them for growth, 
and improvement in Vertue and Goodnels, and 
for the gteater Increaſe in Divine and Spiritual 
Wiſdom. The Meek be will. (uide jn Judgment, 
the Meck wi! be teach his ways \| He who would 
know the Will of God eſtectualiy, muſt be taught 
by the Spirit of God; and be who would co 1t 
acceptably, muſt be aided and, affiſted by the 
ſame. And therefore St. James directs thoſe 
who lack Wiſdom, to aik it of Gs And 
al. eli J. 4 Pl, lxxt% 8. 9. Iba“ Xx. 9. 
§ James i. 3. * ihe 
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St. Paul! prays for the Epheſians, that God would 
give them the Spirit of Wiſdom , aud of Revelation in 


the Knowledge of himſelf *®. Now, there is no Sub- 


ject ſo fit to receive, or ſo capable to profit un- 
der the Dire&ion and Influence of the Spirit of 
God, as he who is meek ; who is quiet and com- 

oſed in his Mind. The Soul that is calm and 
edate, liſtens attentively, while the Spirit com- 
municates freely of its Treaſure; opening and 
explaining the Myſteries of the Goſpel ; ſhewing 
the Juſtice and Goodneſs of Providence; con- 
firming his Faith in God's Promiſes; and preſ- 
ſing and perſwading him to Conſtancy and Perſe- 
verance, by the moſt powerful Arguments of 


God's Love, and his own Happineſs. Beſides, 


this Temper of Mind makes him more capable 
ra diſcern Truth from Error; it gives him lei- 
ſure and opportunity to reflect and conſider 
whereby, he lies leſs open to Sophiſtry and De- 
ceit» Whilſt turbulent and unquiet Paſſions keep 
out the Spirit of God from the Mind, and exy 
treamly hinder its Operation. They dethrone 


Reaſon, prevent Attention, and deprive of the 


molt proper Means of being ſet right, and bets 
ter informed, and of improving in true Knows 
ledge, and ſincere Obedience. And therefore, if 
we will receive the Word of God, ſo as to ob- 


tain Salvation thereby, it muſt be in Mecks 


| neſs fe 


From what has been (aid, we may gather what 
is intended by the Promiſe in the Text:? The 
Meek ſball inherit the Earth; that is, they have 
every thing in it neceſſary ta their Comfort and 
Advantage. They have a perfect calm and ſe- 
renity in their Minds: They are approved of. 
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Men: They are highly eſteemed, and valued 
of God: They are the peculiar Care of his Pro- 
vidence ; and he dwells in them by his Spirit, to 
enlighten and inſtru them, and to ſtrengthen and 
comfort chem. 

For we are not to ſuppoſe, that our Saviour 
affures them they are co raiſe goodly Eſtates, 
and grow Rich and Great in the World; both 
becauſe theſe things were accounted by him too 
mean too be the Reward of Vertue; and alſo, be- 
cauſe this would have been inconſiſtent with what 
he, at other Times, had ſaid to them; when he 
cautions them to beware of Coveronſneſs, and 
warns them of the danger of Riches, and the 
difficulty of reaching Heaven with theſe Incum- 
| brances; when he recommends to them the 
Contempt of the World, and diſſwades them from 
laying up earthly Treaſure; and acquaints them, 
that Man's Life conſiſteth not in the abundance 
of the things which he poſſeſſes. Wh 
But the Meek inherit the Earth, in that, let them 
zofſeſs little or much, they have the trueſt En- 
joyment of what they have, of any Men in the 
World. For it is not the Quantity, but the true 
Reliſh of whar we have, that makes Life com- 
fortable. And therefore, a Man may have a 
great deal in his Poſſeſſion, and yet have no real 
Comfort of what he poſſeſſes; whilſt others, 
whoſe Circumſtances are mean, may have a great 
deal of Comfort and Satisfaction. And this 
Bleſſing has he obtained who is meek. His 
Mind is filled with Pleaſure and Tranquility; 
and every Mercy he receives has its true Reliſh, 
and yields bim a real Satisfaction: He enjoys 
with Quiet and Contentment what God gives him, 
be it wore or leſs: According to that of the 

e 1 
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Pſalmiſt* ; a little that the righteous Man bath (whom 
before he calls the meak ) is better than the Riches 

of many wicked f. Though they are liable to Loſſes 
and Diſappoirtments in the World, as well as o- 
thers, yet their Peace and Quiet is always in their 
own Hands, and none can deprive them of it. In 
this it is, they inherit the Earth ||, in delighting 
themſelves in the abundance of Peace. 

And now one would think, ſince ſuch Bleſſings 
as theſe attend this Virtue, you ſhould be enamour- 
ed with it; ſince the Favour of God, and the 
whole Pleaſure and Satisfaction of Life depends 
upon it, you ſhould ſtudy and practiſe it. 

It is not a ſufficient Excuſe for your Neglect of 
this Duty, that you are naturally frecful, or apt to 
be paſſionate; or that you meet with great Provo- 
cations, and the like. Conſider the Character you 
bear: You pride your ſelves in the Name of 
Chriſtians: You bleſs God you are neither Fews 
nor Mahometans, But remember, if you indulge 
what you call your natural Infirmities, you are yet 
in a State of Nature, and Strangers to the Spiric 
of Chriſt. And they that are in the Fleſh (i e. who 
give way to its irregular Excurſions) cannot pleaſe 
God 5. And if any Man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, 
be is none of his **, 2 bw 
Therefore, I ſay, theſe Propenfions and Pro- 
yocations are inſufficient Excuſes. The things 
you urge in your favour, are your fault, and 
require a ſerious, and hearty Repentance, God 
demands that you be meck ; and if you endea- 
vour after this Temper with Seriouſneſs and Re- 
ſolution, and uſe proper means for the attaining 


4 Pſal. xxxvii, x6; f Ver; 11 Pſal, xxxrii: 11; Y- 
$ Rom, vill l , n 482 Ver, g. | 
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it; he will remove all Impediments, and ena! 
you to practiſe it. Confider the Beauty and Ad. 


vantage of this Grace; ſet before you the E. 955 2 0 


ample of our Lord and Maſter, who endured the 
contradiction of Sinners againſt himſelf *, with a fit 
and ſteady Mind. Root out all Inclinations t 
Peeviſhneſs and Paſſion, Have. a watchful Eye 
over yo our iraſcible Faculties, that yon may pre 
vent the 1 v7 of Anger, and check it at its 
firſt riſing ; and baniſh thoſe thoughts that have 
a Tendency to increaſe and -cheriſh it. Put the 
moſt candid Conſtruction on the Words and Acti- 
ons of every one you converſe with, that they 


ii poſſibly bear: And remember, that you your 
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klves arg ſubject to err, and have need of mag. 

Treatment from others; * 

To conclude : Be fervent and zope in 
your Prayery to God (which means muſt always 
be uſed in every endeavour after Virtue) that he 
would enable you ro ſubdue and keep under the 
exotbirancy of your Paſſions, and to perform 
this, and all other Duties acceptable in his Sight, 
to his Glory, and the Pet ce and ee of 
your own Minds. "MI 3 12 
Ep "And way the Peate of Gel; ; \ which paſſetb 47 
* ' Underſtanding y * "keep your Hearts and Nie 
5 ee 25 Chriſe. raged fil 2s 
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BRITAIN's HAPPINESS) e 
AN ASSIZE SERMON: 


' PREACHED AT 
St. MARY's CHURCH, WARWICK, 
On SUN DAY the it of April, 17923 


Exhibiting an hiſtorical REVIEW of providential 
: Interpoſitions i in Favour of the Britiſh Empire,— 


1 


A FAITHFUL * 
unn of its preſent PROSPERITY; 


And recommending a Line of Condu to prevent 
its Declenſion or its all: $1 


BY TS 


Rev. LUKE BOQKER, II. D. 0 5 
Miniſter of St. Edmund's, Dudly, Warce Heres 


| | 0 Fortune nimium ! ſua fi bona norint, 
quibus ipſa, procul diſcordibus armis, 
F undit humo facilem victum juſtiſſime tellus. 


25 VIRGILS 


a 2 2 


4 DUDLEY, PRINTED. BY J.. RANN; 
For Rivixcrons, in St. Paul's Church-yard, Loni 54 
And ſold alſo by C. Fon xxx, in the Poultry. © 


